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Have you had the experience of sitting in class with some ob-
scure fact scrawled on the whiteboard, the teacher waving her arms
ecstatically explaining the joy of electron valences, or existential
crises, or exponential equations, and you suddenly understand -
with the force of all epiphanies — that you are absolutely sure you
will never use any of this again? Seniors, if that experience sounds
familiar, ] am going to let you in on 2 secret. Now that it is all over
anyway, and we've convinced you that someday you will use cal-
culus to measure your own carpets, I can admit to you: baloney. |
had not seen the phrase “electron valence” since high school until 1
used it just now in that sentence. I had to research how to spell it.

We, your proud teachers, subjected you to all of this, knowing full well that you could find any
answer to any guestion in three second by simply looking on your phone. We didn't make you learn

an entire high school curriculum because we thought you needed to know it, but because we know
that you need to know how to know.

?. If that seems like too many “knows” in one sentence, you are right — but read it again anyway.
‘ You need to know how to kaow. Your brain doesn't have to remember everything it learned; it just
} has to become very good at learning. Unfortunately, the only way a brain can become good at learn-

‘ ing is through exercise. I hate to tell you: it doesn't happen by just
E You need to E)okinfhu;;] answ;'tf: ona p};c(::;. It halfp:ns,lyour brailn implt;ov;;s, l:iy

oing the heavy lifting: working out all the clectron valences by hand;
know h ow to g reading about Hamlet’s existential crises, or Holden's, and then think-
know. Your brain ing it through; and finally, by working all those exponential equations
‘ doesn’'t have to on paper, showing your work, over and m, until the brain, like any
‘ remember muscle, sweats and swells and finally is a wed to show off its nice six

St Tty pack at the beach. - o

everythmg It ~ It is also nice to not be ignorant. So knowing something about
learned; it just electrons, and knowing that there is an equation out there to help you
has to become measure your carpet, and that a character named Hamlet exists in some

and le talk about his feelings from time to time, well, that's a
very good at gl:x{us. Yﬁ:cvffiﬂ also be pretty good a trivial pursuit.
learnin g. So remember, as you begin college or your jobs. You are educated.
If we did this correctly, you are educated not because of what you re-
member, but because of how well you can think, reason, and express yourself, If you want to become
even better at those things, and develop an even sexier brain (maybe one with a six pack and good
thighs), there are institutions out there that will throw even more difficult material at you, require
even harder books, thornier problems, and longer papers. After you finish there, you can reread this
letter. You will probably find that you don't actually remember much of that stuff either, but you will

hwahﬁnthatmhmdkwﬁing.Andabrﬁnd\umhnndlemy«hing,dmisthcu!ﬁm
prize. Go for it. Not very many people make it, but

you can — if you want it. By going to Wakefield,
you've had a very good start.
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